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Re-creation and the changing seasons of life 

I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you. (Ezekiel 36:26) 
September sees the start of Creation Season in the Anglican Church. I’ve often thought that maybe 

Springtime would be more suitable for celebrating God’s creation - Spring after all is the season of 

growth, of re-creation. So why choose September? 

September is the month of seasonal transition from Summer to Autumn. The Equinox (from Latin 

aequus ‘equal’ and nox ‘night’) is the time of year when night and day are of almost equal length. It 

occurs on the 23rd this year, and marks the first day of autumn. Nature is on a threshold, leaving 

behind new growth and looking forward to lying dormant. Many plants are dying back, leaves are 

turning and starting to fall, and land is being prepared for next year’s crops. What with that and the 

gradually shortening days, it feels more like an ending than a beginning. But celebrating Creationtide 

at this time serves to remind us that endings lead to new beginnings. 

Seasons in nature are cyclical - no season can last for ever, but it will return - life will be recreated. 

Autumn is also closely related to life’s changing seasons, our journey from young to old. Each of life’s 

seasons has its high and low points, but just as the natural world moves on, so do we, embracing the 

next phase. We may miss our childhood innocence, yet revel through our teens and twenties in a 

newfound confidence. Later, the freedoms of youth are missed once we become parents and need 

to focus on bringing up a family. But once the family nest is empty, we rediscover life’s freedoms and 

opportunities. The phases of life are like the seasons - not endings, but opportunities for change, rest 

and renewal. For seasons are only seasons, they are not permanent. If we feel low as the light and 

warmth of summer recede, we take comfort from knowing it will return. Perhaps we can apply that 

to other difficult times, our seasons of anxiety that will ultimately recede, allowing us to rediscover 

serenity. However, it may require time, and another thing that nature teaches us is the need for 

patience. “Be patient…….… The farmer waits for the precious crop from the earth, being patient with 

it until it receives the early and the late rains” , we are told in James 5:7-8. Some things can’t be 

hurried, however much we may wish that they could. That holds especially true for healing (be it 

physical or of the mind), for mending relationships, and for finding joy after grief. 

 

We can’t stop the seasons, any more than we can stop growing old, but just as the dying of the leaves 

in autumn brings forth a magnificent colour display, so too will life come up with uplifting surprises, 

sometimes when we least expect them.  

 

“If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!” (2 

Cor. 5:17). 
 

        Benefice Letter             

http://thegreenstudy.com/2013/04/15/the-nature-of-doves/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/3.0/
http://thegreenstudy.com/2013/04/15/the-nature-of-doves/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/3.0/
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Benefice Church Services during September 2023 

Creation Season 
Sunday 3rd September – 13th Sunday after Trinity 

9:30am Berwick St James  Holy Communion (CW) 
9:30am South Newton  Holy Communion (CW) 

10:30am Wylye Holy Communion (CW) 
11:00am Stapleford Sunday Worship (CW) 
6:00pm Great Wishford Crafty Evening Worship 
6:00pm Little Langford Evensong (BCP) 

   
Sunday 10th September – 14th Sunday after Trinity 

9:30am Great Wishford Holy Communion (CW) 
10:30am Steeple Langford Holy Communion (CW) (Village 

Hall tbc) 
6:00pm Stockton Evensong (BCP) 

   
Sunday 17th September – 15th Sunday after Trinity 

9:00am Little Langford Holy Communion (BCP)  
10:00am Berwick St James PET SERVICE - change 
10:30am Wylye Matins (BCP) 
11:00am Stapleford Holy Communion (CW) 

Sunday 24th September  – 16th Sunday after Trinity 
09:30am Stockton Holy Communion (BCP) 

10:00am Winterbourne Stoke Holy Communion (CW) 

10:30am Steeple Langford Langford’s Allotment & Garden 

celebration Langford Village Hall 

 
Please look at the Parish News Sheets for any changes to services 

or contact the Rector, Rev’d Jonathan Plows 
Monday being his day off 

Rectorwtv@gmail.com 01722 790616 
CW = Common Worship, BCP = Book of Common Prayer 
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Curious about Faith? 

We all have questions about faith, life and what it’s all about at times in our lives. 
Alpha is a series of sessions exploring the basics of the Christian faith and it runs all 
around the globe - including the Wylye and Till Valley! 
 
You are invited to join a Midweek Alpha Course and an opportunity to discuss the 
things that really matter. Watching a video on a key topic, leads into a relaxed and 
open conversation which will be  stimulating and thought provoking. No questions or 
comments off limits. You may never have done anything like this before; you may have 
been attending church for years; you may have thought it was all obvious but want to 
explore and discuss ideas. Wherever you are on this journey of faith, you will learn 
something new. 
Wherever you live in the Benefice or beyond, you are welcome. 
Starting TUESDAY September 12th  at 7.30 at Tehran, Warminster Road, South Newton. 
For more information contact 

Maggie Metcalfe: curatewtv@gmail.com; 07902 490916 
Or Sarah Pix: revsarahpix@yahoo.co.uk; 07818 440186 
 

     

       
 

Lay Pastoral Assistants (LPAs) are trained and authorised by the church to visit and or 
offer pastoral care to anyone in our parishes. Whether you are sick, recently bereaved, 
new to the area, or know someone who might like a visit from the church community, 
please contact the clergy (details on the Benefice services page) and we will ask one of 
our wonderful LPAs to get in touch. 

Thank you. 

MM 
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Renovations at All Saints, Steeple Langford Church 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

We explained back in the spring that All Saints’ church requires some significant and necessary 

restoration work to the lower walls of the building. This will involve the removal of old and blistering 

cement plaster in the nave, ringing chamber and north isle and be replaced by lime plaster and 

painted.  In addition, the pews will have to be moved to enable access to the lower walls. 

 

The Church Council has obtained a Faculty (church planning consent) from the Diocesan and the work 

will be undertaken by Foyles. As a consequence, for health and safety reasons the church will be 

closed between 1st September and 1st December inclusive. 

 

Second Sunday services (a Eucharist) may be held in other churches details of which will be publicised. 

The 4th Sunday service will be held in the Village Hall. In addition, we will place further information 

as the work progresses on the church door and noticeboards.  

 

This work is important and will cost a considerable amount. A proportion of the work will be funded 

though the Jane Lemon bequest to the church, part of which enabled the lovely restoration of the 

East end. However, the bulk of the funding for this work will come from our own church funds. In the 

UK, local churches receive absolutely no funding from Government sources for their day-to-day life. 

All the money spent on maintaining these beautiful buildings and the graveyard, for our worship and 

for projects such work as this, comes from the generosity of our congregation and the local 

community for which we are very grateful. If you have any questions do, please come and have a 

chat with us. 

Neil Fox Rev’d Jonathan Plows 

Rectorwtv@gmail.com 

01722 790616  

mailto:Rectorwtv@gmail.com
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Wylye Church and Wylye Village Hall have agreed to collaborate in a joint fundraising event - an 
Auction of Promises to be held on Saturday 9th December 2023 in the Village Hall. There will be a 
meal. Richard Petty has agreed to be the Auctioneer. What we need are about 70 worthwhile 
Promises for him to auction. 

That's where you can help. Please put your thinking caps on and come up with loads of brilliant 
ideas of Promises that can be auctioned, such as cake icing, hampers, boxes of wine, 3 course meal 
with wine for 4/6 (including transport?), hobby lessons, e.g. throwing a pot, sports lessons, dog 
walking, garden help, decorating, an MOT, discount vouchers at a local pubs, garages, etc, 
complementary tickets to shows and events, car lifts, home tuition, car wash/valeting, computer 
help, holiday accommodation, man with a van, language lessons, window cleaning, slave for a day, 
babysitting, pampering vouchers, ironing/housework - the list is endless. We are, of course, looking 
for Promises which will attract a lot of money. We already have Promises for a conducted tour of 
the House of Lords and a trip in a Vintage Bentley, so what can you come up with? And who do you 
know who can come up with other great Promises. Please use it let us know what you - and anyone 
you know - are prepared to do. And email us on:   liddiard.cairparavel@btinternet.com or 
telephone: 01985 248208 - And put the date in your diary! 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

MINI CRAFT FAYRE and CRAFTY EVENING PRAISE 
@ ST GILES’ CHURCH, GREAT WISHFORD, 

SUNDAY 3RD SEPTEMBER 
Artwork, knitted objects, pottery and jewellery, to sweets, greeting cards and 

flowers. A real chance to display local crafting talent! 

Open to the public from 2:30pm 
. Teas and coffees will be available through the afternoon. 

Crafty Evening Praise from 6:00pm,   
followed by Pimms (and other refreshments) and nibbles 

Further details from Rev'd Jonathan Plows 

mailto:liddiard.cairparavel@btinternet.com
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We have an amazing line up for 9 Sept in the 

Langford Parish Hall.      Ivan Moult was played 

twice on BBC Radio 6 Music in the past couple of 

weeks!  Sue Harding has been getting great 

reviews for her latest folk album. 
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Lottmead Farm...Plants for Flowers 

Thank you for buying plants in aid of Little Langford Church earlier in the year. £105  

was made for Little Langford Church flower fund. 

Georgie H 

 

 

 
Keep the Date! 

'A Concert of Choral Music' 
St Mary’s Church, Stapleford: 

Monday 18th September at 7:30pm 

The girls and the men of Salisbury Cathedral Choir 
directed by David Halls. 

£10:00 a ticket with refreshments: 
children under 11 free. 

In aid of Church Funds  
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Friday 13th October 2023 Friday 10th November 2023 Friday 8th December 2023

 



   

 
 

14 
 
 

 



   

 
 

15 
 
 

  

 

If you have events scheduled for any time during the next few months, why not forward the 

information to the MESSENGER. We can add these to the DATES FOR YOUR DIARY section in 

the monthly editions, this will help people plan whilst avoiding any conflicts of booking two 

key  events on the same date. 
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The MacMillan Cancer 

Macmillan Langfords Coffee Morning 10 till 12 

Wednesday 27th September 2023  

The Langfords Parish Hall 

ALL ARE WELCOME 

Also 

LANGFORD’S BIG BREAKFAST 

LANGFORD PARISH HALL SATURDAY 30th 

September 9:30 – 12:00 

 

Come and see the new Kitchen Layout! 

We will also be selling cakes in the Hall in aid of  

The MacMillan Cancer Support 

Appeal 2023 

Donations of Cakes will be most welcome 
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Tea at Three (T@3) 

  

After a short break we begin again on September 4th. We look forward to 
welcoming back all our regular participants and anyone else who would like to join 

us. We meet at three for about an hour in the lounge at Edgar’s Close for homemade 
refreshments and chat.  

Contacts: Leah Scott (01722 790371) 

Mary Garrard (01722 790739) 

Upcoming dates are September 4th and 18th; October 2nd, 16th and 
30th; November13th and 27th. 

 
All welcome to Community Coffee Mornings 

 

At Langford Parish Hall. 10.30am to 12.00  
30thAugust, 27th Sept, 25th Oct. 

 

Coffee, Company, and Cake. 
Unlimited refills. 

Suggested Donation £2.00 
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Tuesday Afternoon Bridge 

Wylye Village Hall 
After a very successful first year, with numbers growing all the time, we are now  looking 

forward to an equally good second year.  We meet on alternate Tuesday afternoons 

from 2.30 til 5.00.  £5.00 for the afternoon including tea, cake and biscuits. 

The next sessions are: 

September 5th and 19th 

October 3rd and 17th and 31st 

November 14th and 28th 

December 12th 

 

There will be a fun Christmas Bridge for two tables at my house on December 19th. 

We are open to anyone to come along, single or with partners who just want to play 

friendly bridge. Partners can be found for single players. It will be Chicago scoring with 

a view to playing duplicate in the future for those wishing to progress.  

If you are interested in coming along, please phone Pam Newell on 07968 760203 or 

e mail on newell_pam@hotmail.com 

Codford & District Gardening Club 

 

We meet on 20th September for the start of our Autumn talks. 
Bryan Maddocks will be coming to talk on “Chrysanthemums Over the Seasons”.  
Chrysanths. are from North Eastern Europe and come back year after year. You can leave 
them in the ground, but it is best to take them out and put them in a garage or shed and 
don’t water too often.   
We meet in Codford Village Hall. The bar is open from 7pm and the meeting starts at 
7.30pm  Looking forward to seeing you there. 
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Wine Tasting 
LANGFORD PARISH HALL 

Friday 1st Dec 2023 at 19.30 
 

6 generous wines to savor with pate 
and cheese for the palate. 

 
Wines and Tasting Guidance by Trout Wines 

 
Tickets £20.00  

 book and pay at:  www.artsinthelangfords.com/events 

 

http://www.artsinthelangfords.com/events
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Doctors:  

Codford Surgery  01985 850298  

Old Orchard Surgery, Wilton   01722 744775   

Wilton Health Centre  01722 746 810  

 
Police non-emergency       101 
Power Outages       151 
Defibrillator Langford Parish Hall (Geoff Cluett) 0742 5139860 
Bell Ringing  01985 248166 
Brockbank Centre, Manager   01722 790861 
Book Club - Wylye    01985 248191 
Exercise class (Tues) Langford Hall 01980 620429  
Link Scheme  01722 741241  
Langford Ladies   01722 790056 
Langford Short Mat Bowls  01722 790006 
Neighbourhood Watch  01985 248597 
Royal British Legion    01722 790771 
Steeple Langford Allotments  07497465754 
SL Childrens Play Area  01722 790502  
Sports & Social Club  01722 790684 
S.L. Tennis Club    01722 790116 

Or  07545586637 
S.L. Cricket Club -Chairman   07802 200620 
S.L Cricket Club - Secretary    07596 363568 
S.L Cricket Club Treasurer    01722 505722 
S.L Cricket Club Groundsman  07769 674197 
S.L Parish Council (Chair)    01722 792607  
S.L Parish Council (Clerk)    07971 368742  
Stockton Cricket Club  01985 850574 
The Wednesday Club                    07917194702 
Wiltshire Wildlife Hospital  07850 778752 
Wylye Bridge  07968 760203  
Wylye Valley School, Codford  01985 850461 
Wylye Parish Council (Chair)   01985 248328 
Wylye Parish Council (Clerk)  07971 368742 
Wylye Singing Club  07733 157284 
 

Langford Parish Hall Officers 
Chair      Jo Broad 
Secretary     Martin Grinstead 
Treasurer     William Graham  
Maintenance     Jeremy Broad (Co-opted) 
Arts in the Langfords     Geoff Cluett 
Housekeeping     Kate Henderson 
Grants and Environmental issues   Owen Jenkins 
Dawn Watson 
Pat Wheeler 
Hall Bookings -     Gill Leake Tel 01722792862       
bookinglangfordparishhall@gmail.com 
Council representative - Ash Smart (Co-opted) 
Church representative - Jonathan Plows 
Contact via: http://www.langfordparishhall.co.uk/ 
 
Wylye Village Hall Bookings  
Sally Imeson                   01985 248151  
sally@imeson.co.uk   web site www.wylyevillage.org 

 

mailto:bookinglangfordparishhall@gmail.com
http://www.langfordparishhall.co.uk/
mailto:sally@imeson.co.uk
http://www.wylyevillage.org/
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Roman Catholic Churches in the area 
 

CHRIST THE KING, AMESBURY: Fr Saji Mathew. tel: 01980 622177  
Mass Times: Sat: 6pm, Sun 10.30am. 

ST. GREGORY, SALISBURY: Parish Priest, Rev. Canon Michael Fitzpatrick, 01722 333581. 
Mass Times: Sun: 9.30am 

ST OSMUND’S, SALISBURY:  Parish priest and Dean Fr Anthony Paris 01722 333581 
Mass Times: Sun: 9am, 11am, 7.15pm and Sat: 7pm; 
at the Church of the Holy Redeemer, Bishopdown 

Sacred Heart, Tisbury and All Saints’ Wardour Parish 
     Parish Office 01747 870228 
     Holy Mass times: - Sunday 9 a.m. Tisbury;     10.30 a.m. Wardour. 
                    Weekday Masses: Tuesday 9.30 a.m. Wardour;  

Thursday 6 p.m. Tisbury 
St GEORGE’S, BOREHAM ROAD, WARMINSTER: Parish Priest:  Father Martin Queenan.   

Tel: 01985 212329.  Website: stgeorgeswarminster.co.uk 
   Mass times:  Saturday - Vigil 6.00 p.m. Sunday: 8a.m and10a.m.  

Latin Mass: 1st Sat of month 9.30 a.m. 

TIDWORTH GARRISON CHURCH 
Times of Mass: Sun 9am 

OUR LADY QUEEN OF PEACE, BULFORD CAMP   
Times of Mass: Sun 10.30am 
R.C. Snr Army Chaplain: Father Michael Fava, 07920 297000 
 

The Baptist Minister in training in Wilton is Rachel Stacey, Contact number 01722 742196 
For further information visit the Oasis coffee morning every Thursday morning 9:30 – 11:30 in 

The Baptist Church Wilton Market Square 
 
Wiltshire Wildlife Trust 
Langford Lakes Nature Reserve 
Duck Street, 
Steeple Langford, 
Salisbury, SP3 4NH  
Email: stevew@wiltshirewildlife.org Tele: 01722 790861 
 
Langford Parish Council 
Comments/contact email 
langfordparishwebsite@gmail.com 
 

Warminster Mobile library    Monthly on Fridays  
Wylye, The Bell Pub 2.55pm – 3.20pm 
 

The Hearing Aid Clinic is open as a drop-in centre on the second Thursday of every month at 

Codford Village Hall (BA12 0PP) from 10am to 12 noon.  Please use the main entrance to the 

hall for re-tubing, cleaning and batteries.  Please remember to bring your battery card. This 

service is for Salisbury Hospital hearing aid users. 

Contact Gillian Drayson on 01722 580 014 or email: GillianDrayson@RNID.org.uk 

 

mailto:stevew@wiltshirewildlife.org
mailto:langfordparishwebsite@gmail.com
mailto:GillianDrayson@RNID.org.uk
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Dates for your Diary 

Sep-23 

2nd Open Garden Hatch House 11am - 5pm Hatch House, Newtown, Tisbury 

3rd  Mini Craft Fair 2:30pm & 6pm ST GILES’ CHURCH, GREAT WISHFORD 

4th Tea at 3 3pm Edgar’s Close , Steeple Langford 

5th Tuesday Afternoon Bridge 2:30 - 5pm Wylye Village Hall 

8th What's Love Got To Do With It 7pm Langford Parish Hall 

9th  Wylye Fete and Dog Show 2pm - 5pm Wylye Village  

9th  The Langfords Acoustic Café 07:30 Langford Parish Hall 

12th  Midweek Alpha Course  7:30pm Warminster Road, South Newton 

15th Langfords Beer Festival 7 - 11pm SL Cricket Ground 

16th Langfords Beer Festival 
12 noon - 

11pm SL Cricket Ground 

18th Tea at 3 3pm Edgar’s Close , Steeple Langford 

18th Concert of Choral Music 07:30 St Mary’s Church, Stapleford 

19th Tuesday Afternoon Bridge 2:30 - 5pm Wylye Village Hall 

20th Codford & District Gardening Club 07:00 Codford Village Hall 

23rd CarmenCo 7pm Langford Parish Hall 

23rd Live Music & Hot Supper 7pm Wylye Village Hall 

27th MacMillan Langfords Coffee Morning  10-Dec Langford Parish Hall 

28th  Wylye Valley Writers 7:30 - 9m Langford Parish Hall 

30th The Big Breakfast & MacMillan Cakes 9:30 - 11am Langford Parish Hall 

Oct-23 

2nd Tea at 3 3pm Edgar’s Close , Steeple Langford 

3rd Tuesday Afternoon Bridge 2:30 - 5pm Wylye Village Hall 

13th Aftersun 7pm Langford Parish Hall 

14th  Quiz and Curry Night 7pm Wylye Village Hall 

16th Tea at 3 3pm Edgar’s Close , Steeple Langford 

25th Community Coffee 
10:30 - 12 

noon Langford Parish Hall 

28th The Big Breakfast 9:30 - 11am Langford Parish Hall 

30th Tea at 3 3pm Edgar’s Close , Steeple Langford 

31st Tuesday Afternoon Bridge 2:30 - 5pm Wylye Village Hall 

Nov-23 

1st Wine Tasting 07:30 Langford Parish Hall 

10th The Old Oak 7pm Langford Parish Hall 

13th Tea at 3 3pm Edgar’s Close , Steeple Langford 

14th Tuesday Afternoon Bridge 2:30 - 5pm Wylye Villlage Hall 

28th The Big Breakfast 9:30 - 11am Langford Parish Hall 

27th Tea at 3 3pm Edgar’s Close , Steeple Langford 

28th Tuesday Afternoon Bridge 2:30 - 5pm Wylye Villlage Hall 

 


